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as “entrepreneurs” and transform their teams
into companies that manufacture, market and
sell “products.”

In addition to engineering their ROVs, the
students are required to prepare technical re-
ports, poster displays and engineering presen-
tations that are delivered to working profes-
sionals. This structure allows competitors to
experience the “real world” aspects of bring-
ing such products to the marketplace; not only
highlighting the importance of ocean observa-
tion and exploration, but also the intrapersonal
and professional skills needed to effectively
contribute in a professional environment.

Mr. Speaker, | am immensely proud of
these talented and hardworking young oceans
leaders from my congressional district and
congratulate them on their remarkable
achievement. These students have proven, on
an international level, that the innovative mind
and entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well in
all generations of Americans. Constituents in
my district have long recognized the value of
our oceans and coasts and the Aptos High
Robotics Team has developed an important
prototype that will help scientists gather more
ocean observing data. | commend the team
for their efforts and encourage them to con-
tinue to pursue their passion for ocean
science and exploration.

——
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Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize National Farmer's Market Week,
which will take place August 4, 2013 through
August 10, 2013.

In New Hampshire, the agricultural industry
contributes nearly one billion dollars to our
local economy every year. With over 400,000
acres of land across the Granite State devoted
to everything from timber operations and
greenhouses to dairy farms and apple or-
chards, agriculture is an integral part of our
landscape and history. | am proud to be the
first Representative from New Hampshire to
serve on the House Agriculture Committee in
seventy years.

Farmers markets are a vital part of our
communities in New Hampshire, connecting
the farmers who grow our food with the fami-
lies who consume it. In fact, farmer's markets
could be found in New England all the way
back to colonial times. Currently, there are
nearly one hundred farmer's markets through-
out the Granite State, from small summertime
gatherings to year-round markets—and the
number is still growing. Many of these markets
were created by individual citizens with a pas-
sion for serving their community and the will-
ingness to roll up their sleeves and make it
happen.

Farmer's markets strengthen our commu-
nities by supporting local farmers and pro-
viding consumers with fresh, nutritious food.
I's a win for our economy, a win for our
health, and a win for the environment. That’s
the New Hampshire way.

The growing number and popularity of these
markets is truly a testament of the commit-
ment that Granite Staters have to our commu-
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nities. National Farmer's Market Week recog-
nizes the important role that farmer’'s markets
play in our food system, and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the nearly
8,000 farmer's markets across our great na-
tion.

———
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year
President Obama signed into law The Recal-
citrant Cancer Research Act. This law takes
an important step to accelerate research on
pancreatic cancer and other cancers with the
highest mortality rates and for which there has
been little progress on diagnosis or treatment.
In recent decades, steady progress has been
made in improving the survival rate for many
forms of cancer, but today only 6% of individ-
uals diagnosed with pancreatic cancer will sur-
vive more than five years. This staggering sta-
tistic, which has not improved in 40 years,
only begins to tell the story of the enormous
toll this disease has taken on these patients
and their families.

Under the new law, the National Cancer In-
stitute at the NIH will develop a scientific
framework to attack pancreatic, lung and other
deadly cancers. The NCI has started this proc-
ess by convening a working group of experts
in the field of pancreatic cancer research and
releasing an initial report with recommenda-
tions about high—priority research areas. When
fully implemented, this law holds promise to
lay the foundation for the development of bet-
ter diagnostics and treatments that pancreatic
cancer patients desperately need.

Now, sequestration is putting this progress
in doubt. In one fell swoop, the sequester
chopped $1.55 billion from the NIH budget.
Even before these cuts took effect in the mid-
dle of this fiscal year, the threat of the seques-
ter caused NIH to delay or trim down the size
of research grants. Now that it is in effect, the
sequester has impacted every area of medical
research and every Institute and Center within
NIH. NIH-funded researchers in labs across
the country will receive 700 fewer research
grants this year than last year. And the bite of
the Budget Control Act’'s cuts to NIH could
deepen next year if Congress does not correct
it.

The Director of NIH, Dr. Francis Collins, has
said that “if the Budget Control Act—imposed
caps on discretionary programs continue, and
NIH funding is reduced proportionally over the
next 10 years, funding will decline by about
$19 billion. The consequences will be harmful
to scientific progress and to American leader-
ship in science.”

The erosion of NIH’s budget represents bad
policy and missed opportunities. Advance-
ments in science and health care take time
and sustained funding. Breakthroughs occur
only after years of incremental gains. The se-
quester is disrupting and delaying the efforts
of our nation’s leading researchers and sci-
entists who are toiling to understand complex
and unsolved medical problems. The squeeze
of the sequester is also jeopardizing the future
biomedical research workforce by making it
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more difficult to recruit and train the next gen-
eration of scientists and bio-engineers.

The science and research community is
sounding the alarm. Congress needs to pro-
vide strong, stable funding for NIH in order for
our global leadership in science and bio-
medical research to continue and for our re-
searchers’ discoveries to benefit patients as
soon as possible. Let’'s not allow ideological
budget battles to jeopardize our country’s in-
vestments in the health of our citizens any
longer. | urge my colleagues to listen to the
experts, work together, and take action to re-
place the arbitrary cuts of sequestration with a
balanced plan that reflects public priorities and
common sense.

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF THE HONORABLE JO
BONNER
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the distinguished service of
my good friend and colleague from Alabama,
JO BONNER. Both JO and | are privileged to
represent portions of the Gulf Coast. Our con-
stituents in Alabama’s First Congressional Dis-
trict and Florida’s First Congressional District
share inextricable bonds built on family, friend-
ship and faith.

| have had the opportunity to work closely
with JO over the past decade, and | can truly
say that he is one of the hardest working law-
makers here in Washington. He is also a man
of unimpeachable character, and his integrity
as a public servant was reflected in his tenure
as Chairman of the House Ethics Committee.
Serving as Chairman of such an important
House committee is a great challenge, but JO
has served in some of the most challenging
roles here in the House, including as a mem-
ber of the Appropriations Committee and as
Assistant Whip.

Despite taking on demanding leadership
roles in Congress, JO has never stopped fight-
ing on behalf of his constituents to help lure
economic development to the Gulf Coast. JO
helped lead the Gulf effort to bring the newly
opened Airbus A320 assembly plant to Mobile,
which is the company’s first American produc-
tion facility. The thousands of jobs that the Air-
bus plant has brought to the Gulf Coast come
on top of other efforts led by JO to promote
the Gulf Coast as a region open for business.
In 2007, Jo was a crucial figure in the con-
struction of the $4.8 billion ThyssenKrupp
Steel plant, which brought thousands of jobs
to the area, and he has also helped already
established businesses, such as Austal USA,
expand and create new jobs. JO’s unwavering
efforts helped businesses create thousands of
jobs for both his constituents and mine, and
the entire Gulf Coast region will continue to
benefit from these projects for decades to
come.

JO has been a leader in the Gulf community
in good times, helping to promote economic
growth and job creation; however, he has also
been there during devastating disasters such
as the recovery from Hurricane Ivan in 2005,
and, most recently, the BP Deepwater Horizon
Oil Spill in 2010. Jo worked closely with fed-
eral, state, and local authorities to coordinate
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